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Good morning Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senate Budget and Appropriations 
Committee.  My name is Dr. George Corwell, Director of the Office of Education for the 
New Jersey Catholic Conference and I am speaking on behalf of the over 171,000 
nonpublic school students and their families represented by the members of the New 
Jersey Council for American Private Education (NJCAPE). 
 
I am speaking this morning about the nonpublic school accounts in Governor Christie’s 
proposed budget.  Like others in New Jersey, we fully accept the need to be part of the 
decisions to reduce funding in order to stabilize our economy.  However, over the last 
two years, the nonpublic school accounts in the budget have been reduced by 24.9%.   
 
Since the days of the Kean Administration, nonpublic school accounts have been funded at 
the same level of increase or decrease as the public school accounts.  However, while the 
school aid for public school students in FY ’11 received an additional $237M more to 
restore FY ’10 cuts, our accounts remained stagnated.  Additionally, after the FY ’11 was 
signed, an additional $268M came from the Jobs Bill of the federal government (cf. 
Appendix A) which made an impact on any losses that were suffered by the public schools 
as a result of this year’s State Budget.  Nonpublic school students were ineligible to receive 
any benefits from the federal Jobs Bill.   
 
Our first concern is nonpublic nursing services.  Even though the per-pupil amount listed in 
the budget language on page D-86 of the Governor’s FY ’12 Budget indicates a per-pupil 
rate of $77.20, the cuts imposed over the last two years have reduced that amount to 
$65.56.  Over the last several years, the nurse has played the major role as a first responder 
in a number of key emergencies that have taken place in all schools.  Additionally, because 
the nonpublic school is dependent upon the district or a subcontractor for these services, the 
school has no control over such things as administrative costs – an amount which eats away 
at the allocations.  Thus, the nature and the number of these nursing services have eroded 
substantially over the years from the inception of the legislation when, as a point of 
information, the actual rate was $60.00 per pupil in 1991.  An increase of $5.00 per pupil 
over 20 years is hardly enough even to come close to keeping pace with inflation.   
 
Another casualty of the 24.9% budget cuts was the Nonpublic School Technology 
Initiative.  A copy of this former program is listed as Appendix B in this testimony.  The 
program was funded at $40.00 per pupil to provide nonpublic school students with 
computers, educational software, distance learning equipment, and other technologies that 
would improve their education by meeting specific educational needs.  Additionally, the 



 

money could be used for professional development for nonpublic school teachers in order 
to use educational technologies effectively to improve teaching and learning in the 
classroom.  All materials provided under this program were on loan from the public school 
district and the property of that district.  We ask that this program be restored at its 
previous level of funding.   
 
Finally, Chapter 192-193 services have provided nonpublic school pupils with minimal 
amounts of compensatory education and special education services since 1977.  These 
services include such things as examination/classification of potentially classified pupils, 
home instruction, supplemental instruction, speech instruction, and English as a Second 
Language instruction.  The specific per-pupil amounts are in the language recommendations 
in the Governor’s Budget listed on D-86.  However, just like nursing services, these amounts 
have not been funded at that level for the past two years.  As a result, the amount of 
instructional time afforded these students has eroded from the required 60 minutes per week 
to 45 or 30 minutes per week.  Once again, subcontractors and districts are required to pay 
salaries negotiated with their teachers, - a situation over which we have no control - and thus 
the only way for them to maintain those salary levels is to reduce instructional time for pupils 
when the per-pupil amounts are cut.  We ask that the per-pupil amounts be restored to those 
listed in the Governor’s Budget on D-86. 
 
We appreciate all of the efforts that you are making and will continue to make to provide 
the citizens of New Jersey with the best possible services within available dollars in the 
state budget for 2012. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of our requests.   
 
Submitted by: George V. Corwell, Ed.D. 
  Treasurer, NJCAPE 
  Director, Office of Education, New Jersey Catholic Conference 
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